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The Hakuho Foundation Japanese Research Fellowship has invited international
scholars of Japanese language and Japanese language education to Japan since
2006. The goal of the program is to enrich the foundation of international research on
Japan and to promote a better understanding of Japan across the world by providing
opportunities for international scholars to live and conduct research in Japan. In order
to promote a wider scope of research on Japan, the ninth annual call for applications
for the fellowship in 2014 expands the eligible criteria to include research on Japanese
literature and Japanese culture, in addition to research on Japanese language and
Japanese language education. This newsletter includes interviews with former fellows
and information on the characteristics of hosting institutions, and illustrates various
benefits and advantages of conducting research through an extended-stay in Japan.
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Over the past nine award periods of Hakuho Foundation Fellowships, scholars from 28 countries and regions have come to Japan to
conduct research, generating scholarly cooperation. This section presents the various themes and outcomes of the research projects
conducted in Japan by four former Hakuho Foundation fellows.
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In Search of Language in Real Life
Contexts: Research on Conversation
about Food

As a linguist specializing in Japanese
language, Prof. Szatrowski has focused her
research on the ways in which language is
used in real social contexts. She notes that
conducting fieldwork in Japan enabled her to
observe the ways in which Japanese speakers
use different expressions depending on the
occasion and whom they are in conversation
with, and how they alter their ways of
expressing evaluations of the subject matter
in order to reach an agreement. During her
research period as a Hakuho Foundation fellow,
Prof. Szatrowski conducted an innovative
interdisciplinary research project on “Food and
Language.” Participating in classes on food and
nutrition, she examined how the subtleties of
tastes and textures were expressed, and how
linguistic transformations took place among
participants as the coursework progressed.
She also participated in tea ceremonies,
where she observed how various elements
such as seasons, food, flowers, and teaware
comprised the narratives told during the
ceremonies. This experience helped her better
understand the varied ways in which color,
texture, taste, and fragrance are enjoyed and
expressed in Japanese culture. She notes that
conducting research in Japan allowed her to
utilize her observational skills and obtain new
perspectives.
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Utilizing Real-Life Experience with
Japanese Idioms and Proverbs in Japanese
Language Education in Mongolia

Dr. Onon conducted research on Japanese
idioms from a cultural perspective. She
focused in particular on surveying existing
research on Japanese idioms and examining
various dictionaries of Japanese idioms and
proverbs. She maintains that analyzing the

casual use of idioms can contribute to a more
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comprehensive understanding of the history
and culture behind the language concerned,
and she notes that her lived experiences in
Japan enriched her own understanding of
Japanese words and expressions. Dr. Onon
also appreciated having ample opportunities in
Japan to exchange ideas and information with
a diverse range of researchers and instructors
of Japanese language from various countries.
The discussions she had through activities
in and outside her host institution in Japan
widened her perspective and gave her new
ideas. She hopes to share her findings with
scholars in Mongolia, and to enrich scholarly
discussions through the incorporation of a
variety of viewpoints. She also hopes to apply
the results of her research to the development

of new instructional materials.
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Innovative Kanji Learning Methods for
Learners from Non-Kanji Regions

Dr. Vorobeva joins her background in
mathematics with her knowledge in linguistics
to develop unique kanji instruction methods
for learners new to the concept of kanji. Based
on her analyses of kanji structures and various
kanji groups during her first research period

in Japan as a Hakuho Foundation fellow,
she devised new types of kanji indexes and
instruction methods, and she has written an
instructors’ manual in Russian. During her
second research period in Japan as a fellow, she
applied quantitative analysis of kanji to develop
a memorizing method rooted in associations
based on the hierarchical structures of kanji.
She also created a digital online textbook,
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with which users can determine their own
kanji learning sequences based on “networks
of meanings of kanji.” Dr. Vorobeva notes that
conducting research in Japan enabled her to
quickly seek opinions from Japanese speakers
on her new methodologies, and participating in
a diverse range of study groups led her to fresh
ideas.
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Promoting Japanese Language
Education in Vietnam
through the Lens of Japanese Linguistics

As a scholar and an instructor of Japanese
language, Prof. Toan has been active in
developing teaching materials for Japanese
language education and promoting foreign
language education in Vietnam. During her
period of research in Japan, Prof. Toan
developed a textbook of basic Japanese
grammar designed to provide a logical and
systematic understanding of the language.
Since its publication following her return
to Vietnam, the textbook has improved
effectiveness of instruction and has been
popular among students. Prof. Toan hopes that
better knowledge of the Japanese language
will lead more students in Vietnam not only to
seek employment in Japanese companies, but
also to pursue research on Japanese literature
and culture.
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Prof. Toan invited another Hakuho Foundation fellow, Dr. Vorobeva,
to be a keynote speaker at a symposium in Vietnam, and Dr. Vorobeva

donated instructional materials she developed to universities in Hanoi.
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The 9th Hakuho Foundation Japanese Research Fellowship expands the eligible research fields to include research on Japanese literature and
culture, in addition to research on Japanese language and Japanese language education. In this newsletter, we look into the current conditions
and future prospects of research on Japanese culture at four leading US institutions - the University of Chicago, Columbia University, Princeton
University, and Yale University. The interviews at the four universities and the Japan Society point to the necessity of Japanese language
acquisition, the significance of conducting research in Japan, and future directions of research on Japanese culture.
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Diversification of Research on Japanese Culture and
the Importance of Japanese Language Acquisition

All four institutions regard Japanese language acquisition as the critical basis
for research on Japanese culture. Importance is placed on textual analysis of
primary materials, not only for research on literary texts, but also for rapidly
developing new research on visual arts and popular culture. At Yale University,
students conduct close readings of novels in the original language, following
a rigorous three-year course of language education in contemporary Japanese.
Japan studies at Columbia University encompass Japanese language, history,
literature, and religion. New teaching materials are developed by faculty

members, and the acquisition of skill in reading classical Japanese is also

emphasized. The Japan Society strives for enrichment of mutual understanding
between Japan and the US by offering courses on diverse subjects to a wider

audience seeking to understand Japanese culture through Japanese language.

Inspiring Lived Experience through Research in Japan

The four institutions boast wide-ranging research on Japanese culture, with
native Japanese language instructors and rich material resources. Research in
Japan is nonetheless considered critical, as it allows scholars to acquire lived
experiences and establish networks with specialists in specific research fields.
At Princeton University, research in Japan is required for doctoral candidates.
Researching materials in Japan and engaging with Japanese scholars are
considered advantageous for reciprocal inspiration and the enrichment of
scholarly networks, leading to further advancement of research. The University
of Chicago has access to a large collection of Japanese literary and visual
materials through cooperation with The Art Institute of Chicago. Research
in Japan is nevertheless considered indispensable, allowing opportunities for

discovering new research directions.

Interdisciplinary Perspectives
for Future Research on Japanese Culture

Cross-disciplinary and transnational research has been expanding in recent
years. The graduate program at Columbia University, where half of the scholars
come from outside the US, strives to foster comparative perspectives through
interaction among scholars with diverse backgrounds conducting research on
Japan. Research on Japan at Yale University is also conducted in a variety
of disciplines, providing an environment for cross-disciplinary research. The
Donald Keene Center at Columbia University offers Japan-related talks
and performances, providing a window to Japanese culture for the general
public. While financial support for research on Japanese language and culture
has declined since the 1980s, the Japanese Research Fellowship is open to
researchers of any nationality, and allows applicants to receive funding multiple
times, enabling support for long-term research. Prospects for research on
Japanese culture will further expand with the promotion of interdisciplinary
perspectives and information exchange among research institutions across the

world.

EPIHTIRE TFTrIOOCETKFE




N7 —0 7 D5 ABERE T oo

A71O-2 v TICEBBETIE. 7O200ZFA#BAOGL S, BERAREOHERNRICH > - BETHEEITIZENTES, I TlE. HERE
HRELZZAFD 4HEBICOVWT, ThEhOFEZEBNT 3.

There are seven host institutions for Hakuho Foundation Japanese Research Fellows to choose from as the affiliation that suits their own research
objectives. This section introduces the characteristics of the four institutions that are currently hosting Hakuho Foundation fellows.
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Exceptional Resources of a National
Research Institution

The National Institute for Japanese Language
and Linguistics has excelled in development
and analysis of Japanese language corpora, and
conducts research projects at a scale possible only
for a national research institution. The institute has
welcomed Hakuho Foundation fellows since the
inception of the program. Fellows can access over
120,000 books,

at the institute, present papers in study groups, and

documents, and databases housed

submit papers to the institute’s publications. There
are ample opportunities for scholarly exchange
with domestic and international scholars in other
research areas through lectures and forums. With
its rich resources, the institute hopes to help fellows
advance their own research, and to galvanize
Japanese language research abroad.
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One of Japan’s Largest Hubs for
International Researchers

Waseda University aims to become one of the
world’s leading global universities. The university
has welcomed scholars from abroad since its
establishment, and currently accepts over 200
international scholars every year. The visiting scholars
are provided with offices and accommodation,
and have access to the university’s libraries and
databases, including its valuable collections of theatre
and visual materials. The university places emphasis
on building a sense of community among its
international scholars, and regularly holds networking
and cultural events that facilitate scholarly exchange.
The university’s well-equipped structures of support
provide international scholars with a comfortable and

productive environment for research.
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Supporting Foreign Researchers of Japanese
Language Education

Ochanomizu University has welcomed one to
two Hakuho Foundation fellows every year. The
university has promoted research on Japanese
language education in particular, and hopes for
further development of the field outside Japan and
for the expansion of global exchange by assisting
promising foreign scholars conduct research
in Japan. The university provides offices and
accommodation for visiting scholars, assists them
in building networks with faculty members, and
organizes public lectures and international joint
classes. These efforts have expanded networks
not only for individual scholars, but also on the
institutional level, leading to the establishment of

partnerships with universities abroad.
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Promoting Research on Japanese Studies
through Diverse Perspectives from around
the Globe

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies boasts
education and research on 27 languages and geographic
regions. The International Center for Japanese
Studies, where Hakuho Foundation fellows are
affiliated, promotes Japanese language education that
serves the diverse needs of those who study Japanese
language in and outside Japan. Visiting scholars can
attend classes and obtain materials for their research,
and are provided with research space and general
support from staff who attend to their various needs
and concerns. To promote the development of
creative research through the interaction of diverse
perspectives, a variety of events are held, including
international symposiums and workshops, and
scholarly networks are enhanced through projects and

collaborative research.
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Three additional institutions will join the program as host institutions for Hakuho Foundation Japanese Research Fellows. This section introduces the
International Research Center for Japanese Studies, which will begin accepting fellows in 2014, and Ritsumeikan University, which will join in 2015.
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International Research Center for Japanese Studies
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Expanding the Breadth and Depth of
Research through Collaboration and
Cross-Disciplinary Exchange

The International Research Center for Japanese
Studies is an inter-university research institute for
international collaborative research on Japanese
culture and history. The center has welcomed
international scholars conducting research on
Japan for 25 years, and will begin its acceptance
of Hakuho Foundation fellows from 2014. Visiting
scholars have access to the center’s general
collection of over 400,000 books, as well as its rare
book collection housing valuable picture scrolls.
Accommodation for international scholars is also
available. As the center’s primary focus is on
collaborative research, a diverse range of research
is conducted by groups of scholars from various
disciplines, enabling the development of multilateral
knowledge and scholarly networks. The center
also offers abundant opportunities for interaction
among scholars and local residents outside of
the research context. The center’s location in the
heart of traditional Japanese culture, Kyoto, also
provides valuable experience to scholars from
abroad. The center hopes the collaboration with the
Hakuho Foundation will further the development
of Japanese studies outside Japan, particularly in
regions where interest in research on Japan has
been waning over the years, as well as in areas
such as Africa and South America where there are

prospects for future growth for research on Japan.
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Interdisciplinary Research at the Home
of Japanese Traditional Culture, Where
Technology and Tradition Converge

Ritsumeikan University will begin its acceptance
of Hakuho Foundation fellows in 2015. Based in
Kyoto, Shiga, and Osaka, the university has been
advancing as a global research institution leading
interdisciplinary research. One of the notable
research institutes on campus is the Art Research
Center, where digital archives of traditional arts and
historical and cultural materials are developed, and
transnational research merging the humanities and
sciences are conducted. Collaborative projects are
carried out through partnerships with universities
and museums in the US and the UK, and the
results are often presented in a bilingual format.
Ritsumeikan Center for Game Studies(RCGS),
directed by the inventor of the Nintendo “Family
Computer,” is the only academic institution in
Japan focused on research in game studies, evolving
into a major hub for international research in the
field. Visiting scholars at the university will have
access to the libraries and online databases, and
accommodation for international scholars is also
available. This innovative research institution,
where tradition and technology converge, is sure to
expand the breadth of research for visiting scholars

of Japanese culture.
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Eligible research
o Japanese language and Japanese language education research
o Japanese literature and Japanese culture research

Eligible researchers
International researchers working in the fields of Japanese language,
Japanese language education, Japanese literature or Japanese culture.
Applicants should be university professors, associate professors or
assistant professors who have outstanding research results, or other
persons with equivalent research backgrounds
o Must have sufficient Japanese language proficiency to be able to
conduct research and interact in Japanese
o Must be non-Japanese nationals residing outside of Japan
(Researchers with Japanese nationality who have resided outside
Japan for 10 years or more and are active in the academic
community, etc. of their current country of residence will also be
considered)
o Must be able to stay in Japan continuously for the duration of

the Fellowship period

Fellowship content
o Airfares, residential research expenses, housing subsidy and
other expenses necessary for conducting research in Japan
o Long-term (12-month) and short-term (6-month) fellowships are
available
o Around 10-15 fellows will be invited each year

Receiving organizations
Invited fellows will conduct their research with the cooperation of one
of the following receiving organizations:

o International Research Center for Japanese Studies

o Kyoto University

o National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics

o Ochanomizu University

o Ritsumeikan University

o Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

o Waseda University

Refer to the Application Guide for full details
http://www.hakuhodo.co.jp/foundation/english/program/

Contact

Hakuho Foundation Japanese Research Fellowship Secretariat

c/o e-side, Inc., B1 Fl., Shiba-Daimon MF Bldg., 2-1-16 Shiba-
Daimon, Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-0012, Japan

Tel: +81-(0)3-6435-8140 Fax: +81-(0)3-6435-8790

Email: ip-office@hakuhofoundation-ip.jp
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