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The Hakuho Foundation Japanese Research Fellowship has invited
international scholars of Japanese language and Japanese language
education to Japan since 2006. The goal of the program is to enrich the
foundation of international research on Japan and to promote a better
understanding of Japan across the world by providing opportunities for
international scholars to live and conduct research in Japan. In order
to promote a wider scope of research on Japan, the eligible criteria for
the fellowship were expanded in 2014 to include research on Japanese
literature and Japanese culture, in addition to research on Japanese
language and Japanese language education. This newsletter includes
interviews with former fellows and information on the characteristics of
hosting institutions, and illustrates various benefits and advantages of
conducting research through an extended-stay in Japan.
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Over the past nine award periods of Hakuho Foundation Fellowships, scholars from 32 countries and regions have come to Japan to
conduct research, generating scholarly cooperation. This section presents the various themes and outcomes of the research projects
conducted in Japan by four former Hakuho Foundation fellows.
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Improving the Quality of Japanese-
Language Education through
Contrastive Research

Professor Dedi has conducted contrastive
research of passive sentences in Japanese and
Indonesian. Indonesian speakers who study
Japanese frequently make mistakes in passive
sentence constructions, as existing textbooks
insufficiently explain the similarities and
differences between such sentences in the two
languages. He has classified passive sentences
in Japanese and Indonesian into 19 and 22
patterns respectively, and has compared them
in designing syllabi for Japanese language
courses from the perspective of Indonesian
speakers. He plans to develop the syllabi into
a textbook in collaboration with his colleagues.
Conducting research in Japan allowed him to
access a large amount of material on relevant
research that is inaccessible from Indonesia.
Working with scholars in Japan also led him
to new discoveries and offered possibilities
for future collaborative research. Indonesia
has a sizable population of Japanese-language
learners, and as a faculty member at the only
teachers’ university in the country, he hopes to
provide rigorous Japanese language instruction
to foster competent future teachers of Japanese
language in Indonesia.
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Deciphering Early Modern Japanese
Politics and Thought through
Translations

The eligible research criteria for the Hakuho
Foundation Japanese Research Fellowship
expanded beginning with the ninth award
period, and Professor Horiuchi was one of
the first scholars to receive the fellowship to
conduct research on Japanese culture.

Born in Japan, Professor Horiuchi moved
to France after graduating from high school.
Having majored in math as an undergraduate,
she combined her interests in math and
Japan in her graduate studies in History of
Science, and conducted research on Japanese
mathematicians of the Edo period. During her
fellowship period, she focused her research on
the study of geography in early modern Japan.
Closely examining original Dutch texts on
geography that early modern Japanese scholars
had translated into Japanese, she analyzes
how the process of translation influenced the
development of ideas concerning politics and
economics in Japan.

While conducting research in Japan,
Professor Horiuchi examined primary texts
that are not available through online resources.
She also found it valuable to engage in
scholarly exchange in Japan, where most
of the researchers who examine aspects of
Dutch Studies in early modern Japan are
based. Whereas many students in France are
interested in Japanese literary and visual arts,
she hopes that more scholars will explore other
aspects of Japan that have not been studied
extensively, such as histories of technology or
the service industry.
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Exploring the Prospects of Japanese-
Language Communication through
Sociolinguistic Perspectives

Professor Azuma has applied the
sociolinguistic theory of code switching between
two languages to analyses of differentiated use
of in-group (uchi) and out-group (soto) modes
of speech, as well as the use of different
benefactive verbs in Japanese. In particular,
his research has focused on speeches given
by political and business leaders. He observed
political speeches on the street and corporate
morning-assembly speeches while in Japan. He
also collected posters and slogans concerning
the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake.
Fieldwork in Japan is essential for his research,
as he examines not only the text of a speech
itself, but also the context and atmosphere
of the speech through the text of the speech
itself, but through the intonation and pauses
that are used by the speaker, as well as the
reactions of the audience. Conducting research
in Japan also provided him with opportunities
to exchange ideas and partake in collaborative
research with scholars in Japan, leading him to
explore his research topic through a historical
perspective. He also hopes to create a new
multi-disciplinary course at his home institution
based on his research in Japan.
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Tracing the Thought and Culture
Behind Idiomatic Expressions

Professor Frent received a Japanese
government fellowship to begin studying
Japanese in Japan when she was teaching the
history of Romanian language at Babes-Bolyai
University. After returning to Romania in 2008,
she established at Babes-Bolyai University what
has now become one of the major Japanese
programs in the country. Currently she teaches
Japanese, while also translating and conducting
research on Japanese literature.

During her Hakuho Fellowship period
in Japan, Professor Frent focused on the
comparative examination of idiomatic
expressions in Japanese and Romanian.
Japanese language textbooks used in Romania
lack comprehensive treatment of idioms.
She hopes to create teaching materials that
introduce Japanese idiomatic expressions
through comparative perspectives that can
provide a deeper understanding of both
Japanese and Romanian culture.

While conducting research in Japan,
Professor Frent attended seminars and
symposia, engaged in scholarly exchange, and
collected data on idiomatic expressions through
everyday conversations in Japanese. She was
also able to obtain new Japanese publications
that are difficult to acquire from Romania, and
was thrilled to have access to large numbers
of materials for her research at university
libraries.

Professor Frent considers idiomatic
expressions a type of “time machine” that can
provide insight into the past and the future,
reflecting the knowledge, emotions, and culture
of the society in which they are used.
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The Hakuho Foundation Japanese Research Fellowship has invited scholars of Japanese language, language education, literature, and culture from
around the world to conduct research in Japan. The regional and disciplinary backgrounds of the fellows have continued to diversify, and so have the
themes and methodologies of research supported by the fellowship. This edition of the Hakuho Foundation Japanese Research Fellowship Newsletter
focuses on Australia, and explores the characteristics of research and language education in the country. It also addresses the importance of the
collaborative link between Japanese Studies and Japanese Language Education, and the significance of conducting research in Japan.
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International Conference on Japanese Language Education
SYDNEY-ICJLE 2014
Connecting Japanese Language Education and Japanese Studies
In July 2014, the International Conference on Japanese Language Education
(ICJLE) was held in Sydney, Australia, under the theme “Connections and
Communities.” The conference was held jointly with the National Symposium

on Japanese Language Education, enabling 800 specialists of Japanese language

language education and the Japanese community in Sydney. Participants
discussed circumstances of Japanese heritage speakers at different educational
stages, and suggestions were made based on research on language abilities,
culture, community, and home environment. Students from the University of
New South Wales worked as volunteer staff for the conference, reflecting Dr.
Thomson's emphasis on “communities of practice” for language learners.

For further details on the conference, see: https://icjle2014.arts.unsw.edu.au

education from across the world to come together with primary and secondary

school teachers in Australia.

Focusing on Connections

Organized collaboratively by six universities in the Sydney region, SYDNEY-
ICJLE 2014 was held at the University of Technology, Sydney. The eight-
lecture series, presented in Japanese, addressed topics from both Japanese
Studies and Japanese Language Education. The conference convener, Dr.
Chihiro Kinoshita Thomson (University of New South Wales), notes that the
field of Japanese Language Education encompasses diverse research themes,
and is closely linked to various other fields, including Japanese Studies.
In order to facilitate important “connections” among scholars with shared

interests, forum sessions were held under a variety of themes. The Hakuho

Characteristics of Research
on Japanese Language Education in Australia

The conference program reflected the characteristics of Australia as a
country with a large number of immigrants. Many presentations discussed
multi-cultural communication and analyses of conversations involving multiple
languages. Japanese-language learners in Australia come from diverse
backgrounds, including second-generation immigrants and students from Asian
countries. They also pursue various fields of study, from Asian Studies to
Engineering, facilitated in part by double-degree programs offered at Australian
universities. According to Dr. Robyn Spence-Brown (Monash University),
social factors that have contributed to the rise in the interest in Japanese
language include increasing links between Japan and Australia as countries,
economic prospects, the Australian government's foreign language policies, and
globalization. On a personal level, many students note their interest in Japanese

popular culture such as manga and anime, as well as food, performing arts, and

martial arts. Australia also has many students in primary and secondary schools
who study Japanese, showcased at the conference by a singing performance

of Japanese folksongs by first and second graders from a local school with a
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Japanese-medium bilingual program. The conference also hosted a heritage-

Foundation also participated in the conference by setting up a PR booth. 3

speaker workshop to promote connections between specialists of heritage-

column WY D OIE 2 - T HHIM H ORI DESE S

KR&EITIF, BERICAK 7 20—y y PTHARICBEESATZZ LD
HEWME L. T RBBETFEOWIEEHNSINL Tz,
FES A (R - ¥4 N —BESEEAER) & SERTE
B (=R FFV7 « VRV YKRE) ZEL LD FERIBEG
%H, ThhoARTHENELZ XL 2HFELFE-> T N,
—h. BEABBEOKT< R v BFRE RV=—FT¥ - H
A x—FRY K, BIEBBOERSLE (FE - R
ZET) b HARWIEMZE R IED L IeHRRET Do

HEIEBIEDT FR « ANV Y « AVY T4 L) 7 %4 (4
YRAYT ENSY Y Yy 7 VRE) 1E, K[E2016 4 HAGE
BEBHEAS (Y RAY T -N)B) OEEEERTZDLD 5,
A ¥ RAY7 OHAFEEEF IR 2 i, LI VEFEHOHEZ TV
NI FLELSOEBET V7 Tld, MO TOEBAEIILS, T
DREE, A Y RAY T THELNDHE D NHEE - HIIRGE & 13K
SR DARELHZ., FATSREHLAMT MR,
L% DARERB IR RMRE DT 5) LEBELE ST,

TrABEHCKE L EHUAT—X

Hakuho Foundation Fellows Converge From Around the World

Participants at ICJLE 2014 included former and incoming Hakuho Foundation
fellows. Former fellows presented on research that has been enriched by their
fellowship experiences in Japan, and new fellows shared their hopes for their
upcoming research in Japan. Dr. Agus Suherman Suryadimulya (Universitas
Padjadjaran), a former Hakuho Foundation fellow (2008-9), is the convener for
the next ICJLE in 2016 in Bali, Indonesia. Indonesia has the second largest
population of Japanese-language learners in the world, and the conference will
be the first ICJLE to take place in Southeast Asia.
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Digital Storytelling in Japanese
Getting Started!
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Collaborative Link Between Japanese Studies and Japanese
Language Education in Australia

Learning Japanese from Primary School

The number of Japanese-language learners in Australia is fourth in the
world. This owes much to the “Japanese language boom,” which began in
the late 1980s, boosted by the increased demand for practical Japanese in the
commercial, legal, and political domains. Australia began shifting its attention
from Europe to Asia in the 1960s, and the government implemented the
National Asian Languages and Studies in School Program in recent years
(2008-09, 2011-12). 96% of Japanese-language learners in Australia are in

primary or secondary schools.

Connecting Research and Practice

Many Japanese-language learners in Australia develop considerable skills
by the time they enter university. The first university-level Japanese program
in Australia was established in 1917. By the 1990s, most universities in the
country began offering Japanese language courses.

Japanese language education in Australia emphasizes practical
communication skills. Educators aim to foster inter-cultural competence,
building skills to understand not only Japanese language, but also Japanese
culture, so as to facilitate smooth communication in practical settings.

Japanese Studies supports practice-oriented language education by fostering
understanding of the cultural contexts in which the language is used. University
students in Australia are required to take research courses in conjunction with
language courses. Those who begin studying Japanese for the first time at the
university level cannot attain a level of skill sufficient to understand technical
discussions in Japanese during their three years of standard undergraduate
education. Students who wish to further their studies in specific areas thus
pursue an honors degree by spending another year composing an undergraduate
thesis. These processes foster sound Japanese communication skills, and help
prepare future Japan specialists who will be able to conduct research on Japan

without relying on English sources.

Building on Diversity

Japanese Studies scholars and Japanese language instructors in Australia
are also diverse, coming from a variety of countries and specialized in a wide
range of research areas. Japanese Studies in Australia also plays a role in
connecting scholars in Europe and Asia, thanks to the country's historical and
geographical background as the meeting point of the two regions. There is also
considerable interaction among specialists of various geographical areas within

Asian Studies.

Active Utilization of Online Materials

Online instructional materials are used nation-wide in Australia, allowing
students to learn Japanese effectively even in rural areas. An educational
management system called Moodle provides access to instructional materials
and functions as an online communication tool, offering real-time interaction

that facilitates the building of communication skills.

Benefits of Spending an Extended Period in Japan

While Japanese language is popular in Australia, overall interest in language
learning in general has been on the decline. Dr. Kent Anderson (University
of Adelaide) emphasizes the importance of studying abroad for raising the
motivation for language studies among students. An extended period of stay in
Japan is also beneficial to scholars, as it allows access to valuable materials,
enables interviews and fieldwork, and provides opportunities for scholarly
exchange with researchers in Japan, in addition to improving language skills.
Understanding current issues in Japan is critical not only for Japanese Studies
scholars but for Japanese-language instructors, and conducting research in

Japan is an important means for staying up to date.

[BEXH]

TrE—=Vr, 5O [#=ZXFFYTIHETZREXHROERE]| [£525] 27, p.d2-45. EEZHES. 2009 £,
BER— [F—ZMSUTICHTZBFRAR]. [(RERXFAZREELHAMERZTLMAELE]. 28, p73-78
MEAR— [F - FSUTEETZEFFR ). [(REAFXERAETFMANERYTANRELE]. 35, p87-95
BIATBUAA ERZRESREE [BAORKXBHREORK 20125E BXEHEREBBEL Y], <5 U HHIR. 2013 F,

MAYIARTTE - TR —R [BAERE & BARAROES]. JTHR. 20105,
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The Hakuho Foundation Japanese Research Fellows conduct research in Japan for a period of six months or one year. This section describes

events that the Hakuho Foundation arranges for the fellows to participate in during their award periods, such as biannual research report meetings,

and provides information on host institutions where the fellows will be based while in Japan.
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Summary of the Research Report Meeting

Fellowship recipients present their research outcomes at biannual research
report meetings. Short-term fellows present once during their fellowship period,
and long-term fellows present twice.

At the meeting in August 2014, fellows presented on the content, results,
and future practical applications of their research in Japanese. Reports by
scholars from host institutions illustrated the value of collaborative work
conducted at institutions appropriate for each fellow. A question-and-answer
session with fellowship selection committee members led to lively discussions
crisscrossing various research areas. The reception after the meeting facilitated
networking, which in the past has subsequently led to collaborative research.
Final reports are submitted by fellows within a month after the end of their

fellowship periods, and are posted on the Foundation website.
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The Japanese Research Fellowship makes an important contribution to

linguistic and cultural research across the world. T hope the fellows will inform

scholars in Japan and in their home countries of the current state of research

on Japanese language and culture and its intersections with other research

fields in respective countries, and will advance their own research beyond the
framework of Japanese language and culture.

Fellowship Judging Panel Chair,

Masaru Inoue (Professor, Reitaku University)

3 promoting the significance of Japanese language and culture in the fields of

PIARBESOHEEEICLZELEE E9ME)
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The Hakuho Foundation Japanese Research Fellows are affliated with host institutions with characteristics that match the content and the objectives of
their research. This section illustrates the features of the seven host institutions.
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Productive Research in an Academic
Environment where Tradition and
Originality Coexist

Established in 1897, Kyoto University is known
for its liberal academic tradition and outstanding
research. The University began accepting Hakuho
Foundation fellows in 2014. The university’s
international strategy sets objectives in the areas of
research, education, and international contribution,
and increasing visiting scholars from abroad is one
of its goals. Fellows can access library resources
and databases, obtain assistance regarding practical
matters, and receive support for improving their
Japanese language skills.

Research conducted at Kyoto University is highly
innovative and unique. The Kyoto Studies Program,
for example, examines Kyoto from the perspectives
of diverse disciplines. The intersection of culture
and tradition with cutting-edge academic research
provides fresh inspiration for expanding academic
horizons.

Kyoto University’s interdisciplinary research
has been particularly dynamic in recent years, led
by cross-disciplinary units conducting multilateral
research on a variety of themes, such as “Japan
through Asian perspectives.” Fellows can participate
in these units and build multi-layered networks with
scholars in diverse fields.

Professor Mariko Mori, the director of the
International Center and a scholar of classical
literature, comments that having first-hand access
to the valuable materials held at the university is
tremendously beneficial to scholars of Japanese
culture and literature.

By hosting Hakuho Foundation fellows, the
university hopes to expand its partnerships with
universities abroad and boost scholarly exchange
and collaborative research.

Kyoto University’s rich tradition and promotion
of originality are poised to add depth to visiting

scholars’ research.
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The Exceptional Resources of an Inter-
University Research Institute

The National Institute for Japanese Language
and Linguistics has excelled in the development and
analysis of Japanese language corpora, and conducts
large-scale research possible only for an inter-
university research institute. Fellows can access
the institute’s rich library resources and databases,
submit papers to the institute’s publications, and
engage in scholarly exchange through lectures and
forums. The institute hopes to enhance fellows’
research with its rich resources, and to galvanize

Japanese language research abroad.
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Expanding the Breadth and Depth of
Research through Collaboration and
Cross-Disciplinary Exchange

The International Research Center for Japanese
Studies is a national inter-university research
institute. The center’s primary focus is on
collaborative research, in which scholars of diverse
disciplines examine shared themes, producing
comparative and multilateral knowledge. The
center values networks beyond research contexts,
and offers abundant opportunities for interaction
The

center encourages scholarly exchange and friendly

among scholars and with local residents.

rivalry among researchers, and hopes for the further

development of Japanese Studies outside Japan.
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Supporting Foreign Researchers for the
Future of Japanese Language Education

Ochanomizu University has promoted research
on Japanese language education for many years.
By assisting foreign scholars conducting research
in Japan, the university hopes to enhance the
development of the field, particularly in the regions
where there are prospects for future growth of
the discipline. The university supports fellows by
providing offices, organizing public lectures and
international joint classes, and facilitating networking
with faculty members. These efforts have expanded
scholarly networks and have led to institutional

partnerships with universities abroad.
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Promoting Research on Japanese Studies
through Diverse Perspectives from
around the Globe

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies boasts
education and research on 27 languages and
geographic regions. The International Center for
Japanese Studies promotes Japanese language
education, serving the diverse needs of students of
Japanese language in and outside Japan. Fellows can
attend classes, obtain materials for their research,
develop scholarly networks through projects and
collaborative research, participate in international
symposiums and workshops, and develop creative
research through the interaction of diverse

perspectives.
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Interdisciplinary Research on Japanese
Culture at a Progressive Research
Institution

Aspiring to become a global research institution,
Ritsumeikan University has collaborated on
numerous projects with research institutes and
universities abroad. Its Art Research Center has
become an important hub for digital humanities
projects in Japan, developing digital archives of
cultural assets and conducting research that merges
the methods of the humanities and the sciences.
This innovative research institution, where tradition
and technology converge, is sure to expand visiting
scholars’ breadth of research on Japanese culture.
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One of Japan’s Largest Hubs for
International Researchers

Waseda University aspires to become one of
the world’s leading global universities. Having
welcomed scholars from abroad since its
establishment, the university accepts over 200
international scholars every year. Fellows can
access the university’s libraries and databases,
including its valuable collections of theatre and
visual materials. Networking and cultural events are
held regularly to facilitate community-building and
scholarly exchange. The university’s well-equipped
structures of support provide international scholars
with a comfortable and productive research

environment.
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Advancing international research into the Japanese language, Japanese language education, Japanese literature and Japanese culture.

Hakuho Foundation Japanese Research Fellowship

With the goals of further strengthening the fundamentals of international research into Japan and deepening international understanding of Japan
through researchers’ activities, the Hakuho Foundation Japanese Research Fellowship invites leading international researchers of the Japanese language,
Japanese language education, Japanese literature and Japanese culture to Japan to conduct residential research.
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Eligible research
o Japanese language and Japanese language education research
° Japanese literature and Japanese culture research

Eligible researchers

Researchers working in the fields of Japanese language, Japanese
language education, Japanese literature or Japanese culture who
reside outside Japan and meet all of the criteria below.

o Affiliated with a higher education or research institution (including
postdoctoral scholars and adjunct professors), or have equivalent
research and educational background

o Have sufficient Japanese language proficiency to be able to
conduct research and interact in Japanese

o Non-Japanese national residing outside Japan or Japanese
national who has resided outside Japan for 10 years or more and
been active in the academic community, etc. of their country of
residence

o Able to stay in Japan continuously for the duration of the
Fellowship period

Fellowship content
o Airfares, residential research expenses, housing subsidy and
other expenses necessary for conducting research in Japan
o Long-term (12-month) and short-term (6-month) fellowships are
available
o Around 15 fellows will be invited each year

Receiving organizations
Invited fellows will conduct their research with the cooperation of one
of the following receiving organizations:
o International Research Center for Japanese Studies
o Kyoto University
National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics
Ochanomizu University
Ritsumeikan University
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies
Waseda University

Refer to the Application Guide for full details
http://www.hakuhodo.co.jp/foundation/english/program/

Contact

Hakuho Foundation Japanese Research Fellowship Secretariat

c/o0 e-side, Inc., B1 Fl., Shiba-Daimon MF Bldg., 2-1-16 Shiba-
Daimon, Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-0012, Japan

Tel: +81 3 6435 8140 Fax: +81 3 6435 8790

Email: ip-office@hakuhofoundation-ip.jp
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